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Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973 

 

 
DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2015 
NOELANI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETORIUM 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chair Eric Eads called the Mānoa Neighborhood Board No. 7 meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. A 
quorum was established with 12 members present. Note - This 17-member Board requires nine (9) members 
to establish a quorum and to take official Board action. Chair Eads welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
Board Members Present – Gary Andersen, Harvey Arkin, Dylan Armstrong, Denise Bilodeau, Eric Eads, Wyatt 
Gordon, Hunter Heaivilin, Nathaniel Kinney (departed at 8:47 p.m.), Dale Kobayashi, Joan Koff, Teri Mitchell, and 
Bronson Silva. 
 
Board Members Absent – Rodney Chun, Kristen Collat, Jim Hayes, Patti Hoe, and Ellen Watson.  
 
Vacancies – There were no vacancies. 
 
Guests – Tom Heinrich (Senator Brian Taniguchi’s Office), Barbara Yamashita (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s 
Representative, Department of Community Services, Deputy Director); Councilmember Ann Kobayashi and Cliff 
Kaneshiro (Councilmember Ann Kobayashi’s Office); Firefighter Chris Edwards and three (3) firefighters (Honolulu 
Fire Department, Mānoa Station), Lieutenant Clinton Sukekane and Sergeant Allen Ishida (Honolulu Police 
Department, District 7); Dominic Dias (Board of Water Supply), Erin Bishop (Oahu Invasive Species Committee), 
Helen Nakano (Be Ready Mānoa), Pat Ching, Bob Kern, Colin and Magdalena Petho, Linda LeGrande (Mālama 
Mānoa), JoAnn Yamasaki, Sharon Omizo, Ron Lockwood (McCully-Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood Board No. 8, Chair), Bill 
Thomes, Dawn Kobayashi, Gordon Aoyagi, Zoe (DVDmodo, videographer), and K. Russell Ho (Neighborhood 
Commission Office). 
 
APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: As there were no corrections and 
no objections, the Mānoa Neighborhood Board No 7 APPROVED the September 2, 2015 regular meeting 
minutes by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 12-0-0 (AYE: Andersen, Arkin, Armstrong, Bilodeau, Eads, Gordon, 
Heaivilin, Kinney, Kobayashi, Koff, Mitchell, and Silva; NAY: None; ABSTAIN: None).  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS 
 
Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Firefighter Chris Edwards reported the following: 

 September 2015 Statistics – There were 1 structure fire, 25 medical emergencies, 2 search/rescues, and 
17 miscellaneous calls for service. There was 1 major incident and 10 companies responded. 

 Halloween Safety Tips – When selecting a Halloween costume, stay away from long trailing fabric. If making 
own costumes, select materials that will not easily ignite if it comes in contact with heat or flame. If the child 
is wearing a mask, ensure the eye holes are large enough so he/she can see out. Provide children with 
flashlights to carry for lighting or glow sticks as part of their costumes. In a jack-o-lantern it is safest to use 
a flashlight or battery-operated candles. If using a real candle, use extreme caution. Supervise children at 
all times when candles are lit.   

 
Honolulu Police Department (HPD) – Lieutenant Clinton Sukekane introduced Sergeant Allen Ishida and reported 
the following: 

 September 2015/August 2015 Statistics – There were 3/3 motor vehicle thefts, 7/15 burglaries, 31/22 thefts, 
and 10/15 unauthorized entries into a motor vehicle (UEMV), and 6,526 total calls for service. 

 Halloween Safety Tips – Suspicious Candy – Let HPD inspect the suspicious candy before allowing the 
children to eat. 

 Suspected Drug Houses – Call in tips to the narcotics hotline. Report any increase in the number of break-
ins to cars and houses in the neighborhood.   

 Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO) Blackouts – During blackouts, HPD sends out patrols, according to 
availability. 
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 Smart 911 – This program is operating across the U.S. and in Washington, D.C. Before cell phones, HPD 
could identify the location of the caller. Now, it is hard to locate cell phones, only a general area.   Lieutenant 
Sukekane distributed a flyer and had confidence in the "military-grade" security. Adding an address would 
help first responders locate a person, who could only call 911 and was not able to speak. The program is 
paid by the telephone bill and will continue only if there is public demand. After a few weeks 1700 to 1800 
people have signed up. 

 
Comments followed: 

1. Domestic Violence – Andersen asked and Lieutenant Sukekane responded that more information, for 
example, victim of domestic violence or restraining order would be helpful. 

2. General Area Location – A resident asked and Lieutenant Sukekane responded that if dialing from a golf 
course or shopping center, HPD would get a general location. Security staff could check for the specific 
location. If listing an emergency contact, he/she may know where the caller went. 

 
Board of Water Supply (BWS) – Dominic Dias reported the following: 

 Water Main Breaks – There were two (2) water main breaks in September 2015 at 3006 Seaview Rise and 
at 2880 Komaia Place. Both breaks are already scheduled for replacement. 

 Watershed Management and Protection – Drinking water is the most precious resource and an essential 
part of daily lives. The replenishment of the drinking water supply is heavily dependent on Oahu's Koolau 
and Waianae mountain ranges as two of Oahu's vital watershed areas. These multi-layered mountain 
ecosystems recharge Oahu's groundwater supplies by capturing and retaining rainfall, allowing it to seep 
into and replenish the island's underground aquifers. Therefore, everyone must care for, protect, and 
preserve these areas to ensure its continued existence for future generations. 
A handout explaining the characteristics of the watersheds and how everyone can help protect them is 
available online at www.boardofwatersupply.com. For more information, call the BWS Communications 
Office at 748-5041. 

 Watershed Protection Tips: 

 Keep to trails when in the watersheds. Straying from trails destroy native plant life and can cause 
erosion. 

 Participate in projects that remove invasive plants and animals and to know the recovery of native 
plants and animals. 

 Conserve water every day, all year long. Water conservation reduces the need to use ground water 
that is essential for healthy watershed forests and stream ecosystems. 

 
Comments followed: Halawa Shaft – Andersen asked and Dias responded that the Halawa Shaft is no longer open 
for public tours and Dias will follow up if pictures of the underground site are in the archives. Andersen noted the 
pictures would add to reports on water conservation and usage. 
 
Oahu Invasive Species Committee (OISC) – Erin Bishop reported the following: 

 Watershed Management – Mānoa is a seed bed for Miconia plants, which is an environment-changing 
invasive species that limits water catchment. OISC is the only organization devoted to the eradication of 
Miconia. Call OISC at 266-7914. More information is on the website. Miconia plants have leaves that have 
a bright purple underside and are dark green on top. OISC found a new two (2)-year old plant while 
surveying another invasive plant. OISC will survey a 500-meter radius to find a possible "parent" plant. 

 Hiking – Stay on trails, but clean shoes and pants to prevent the spread of seeds. 
 
Comments followed – Little Fire Ants – Chair Eads asked about the "Stop the Ant" campaign. Bishop responded 
that 1,200 kits were passed out and tests are still being returned. There was a good response at the Mānoa Public 
Library 
 
Be Ready Mānoa Committee – Helen Nakano reported the following: 

 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training – The training was well-received and the room 
was full on Sunday, September 13, 2015, Sunday, September 20, 2015, and Sunday, September 27, 2015. 
The next training classes will be in February 2016 at a larger room. Attendees included the Brigadier 
General from the Hawaii National Guard (HNG) and other State representatives. On Saturday, February 6, 
2016, Saturday, February 13, 2016, and Saturday, February 20, 2016, the classes will be at the Mānoa 
Valley Church multi-purpose room. There will be free parking and free 20-hour training.  The numbers of 
people and interest are growing.  
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 Be Ready Mānoa Workshop – On Saturday, October 3, 2015, BRM had a readiness workshop at the Mānoa 
School cafeteria and many residents are now thinking of putting hurricane clips on their houses. 

 BRM General Meeting – There will be a general meeting on Friday, October 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Mānoa Innovation Center (MIC) presentation room.  

 Final Reminders – Nakano had two reminders – Friday's general meeting and to sign up for the February 
2016 CERT training. 

 
COMMITTEE, PERMITTED INTERACTION GROUP (PIG), AND DELEGATE REPORTS 
 
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OahuMPO) Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Delegates – First Vice 
Chair Jim Hayes was not present and no report was available. 
 
Mānoa Community Plan Committee – No report. Chair Eads will discuss this item in the future. 
 
Mānoa Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) PIG – Watson was not present and there was no report available. 
Councilmember Ann Kobayashi noted that work on the budget starts in March 2016 and the budget is voted on in 
June 2016. Chair Eads suggested that now is a good time to start working on favored projects.  
 
COMMUNITY REPORTS AND INPUT 
 
Residents and Others for Matters Not on the Agenda  
 
Town Hall Meeting – Bob Kern mentioned that the McCully-Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood Board No. 8 initiated a town hall 
meeting to discuss moped and motor scooter noise to be held on Thursday, October 29, 2015 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. at the Washington Middle School cafeteria, 1633 South King Street. 
 
Comments followed: 

1. Clarification – Gordon asked and Kern clarified that the town hall meeting was hosted by the McCully-
Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood Board No. 8. 

2. No Motorcycles – Andersen asked about motorcycles. Kern introduced Ron Lockwood, the Chair of the 
McCully-Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood Board No. 8, who replied that a Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) was 
formed to investigate mopeds and motor scooters. Motorcycles, jets, leaf blowers, and noisy garbage trucks 
will follow one at a time. State Department of Health (DOH), HPD, and legislators were invited. Andersen 
asked what the difference in engine capacity between motor scooters and motorcycles was. Lockwood will 
answer at the Thursday, October 29, 2015 town hall meeting. 

3. Kapiʻolani Medical Center – The McCully-Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood Board No. 8 will discussing the Kapiʻolani 
Medical Center's renovation on Thursday, October 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the hospital auditorium. 

4. McCully-Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood Board No. 8 November 2015 Meeting – The McCully-Moʻiliʻili Neighborhood 
Board No. 8 meeting will be on Thursday, November 5, 2015. 

 
Mānoa District Park (MDP) – Bill Thomes reported that the potholes are bigger at the Mānoa District Park (MDP). 
After a Hawaii Five-0 filming, Hawaii Five-0 promised to fix the area, but has not returned. The football field is muddy 
from the recent rains and is used by area schools and people from outside Mānoa. The fields are messed up and 
are like concrete. Thomes knows that Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) does not have the money, but 
wants the parents of the players to take care of the fields. Chair Eads advised to tell the Mayor's Representative.  
 
Pedestrian Safety – A resident reported that on the morning of Friday July 17, 2015 she was almost hit by a white 
Eggs Hawaii truck, while in a crosswalk at East Mānoa Road and Lowery Avenue. She called the company and 
complained.  She was informed that HPD could not cite the driver, as it did not witness the incident. After calling 
the Chief of Police, she was informed that the company was warned and the drivers were notified. The resident 
gave three (3) other examples of accidents and fatalities in one (1) week. She challenged the Neighborhood Boards 
to publicize pedestrian safety and mentioned several helpful hints, like the co-operation of pedestrians, drivers, and 
the intersections, crossing flags and receptacles, audible signals, painting crosswalks with florescent paint, and 
camera recordings. Chair Eads asked for a show of hands of people, who experienced near misses. Almost 100% 
of the people raised their hands. 
 
Mālama Mānoa – Linda LeGrande mentioned that Mānoa has 20 official trees, known as Exceptional Trees. Ms. 
Joshlyn Sand, Chair of the Mayor’s Arborist Advisory Committee (AAC) on Exceptional Trees, will speak on 
Honolulu’s Exceptional Tree Program, a community-based program which celebrates and protects the island’s most 
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majestic and historic trees. They will be the topic for the fall general meeting on Monday, November 2, 2015 at 7:00 
p.m. at Mānoa District Park multi-purpose room. Light refreshment will be provided and there is parking at the lot. 
Chair Eads noted that the Mālama Mānoa statement on Paradise Park included that an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) would be appropriate. 
      
Pedestrian Safety – Gordon Aoyagi had background in transportation issues and noted enforcement, engineering, 
and education. Aoyagi needed statistics on pedestrian accidents, to find dangerous intersections, and stressed 
education. Aoyagi asked what the Neighborhood Boards can do. The first resident suggested that pedestrians can 
take a picture of the violators and follow up. Armstrong suggested telling HPD next month and to ask for a driver 
education campaign. Hunter added that statistics on pedestrian accidents are on the Honolulu Emergency Services 
Department (HESD) website.   
 
Input Received by Board Members from Community Members – Chair Eads mentioned that drug houses, noisy 
mopeds, and pedestrian safety have been issues for years. When the community comes forward, then the issues 
can be addressed. 
 
City Councilmember Ann Kobayashi – Cliff Kaneshiro distributed Councilmember Kobayashi's newsletter and 
Councilmember Kobayashi reported the following: 

 Full Council Meeting – The full Council meeting was in Kapolei today and it was well attended. 

 Pedestrian Safety – Before the florescent sign at the Mānoa Starbucks, the City tried flags by Safeway, but 
the flags were stolen. On Nuʻuanu Avenue the flags were stolen. Sign-waving campaigns helped for a while. 
At the King Street Times Super Market, there are six (6) lanes and overhead flashing lights, which seem to 
work. In Kalihi the embedded flashing lights do not work, but may work on E. Mānoa Road and Mānoa 
Road. Councilmember Kobayashi is confident that Ron Lockwood will come up with solutions for Beretania 
and South King Streets. 

 Trees – A bill was introduced to address trees that are growing on the disputed ownership road by Paradise 
Park. 

 Flood Area – The Ala Wai Canal project points out areas that may be in flood zones and residents are 
concerned about purchasing flood insurance. 

 Directional Signs for Mānoa Falls – James Wong gifted the signs, but put the names of private companies 
(Mānoa Falls, Paradise Park, and Lyon Arboretum) at the five (5)-way stop and at another location. The 
Council had refused the gifted signs. Councilmember Kobayashi noted that private companies cannot go 
on a public sign and asked that the signs be removed. D. Kobayashi reported that the sign at the five (5)-
way intersection was removed today. 

 Prison Labor – Andersen wanted to revisit the use of prisoners to clear land. Councilmember Kobayashi 
will follow up. 

 Bill 68, Relating to Bike Lanes – Gordon wanted clarification of bike lanes on infrastructure maps.  
Councilmember Kobayashi noted that the bill was introduced today and that she will keep the Board 
informed. The introducer of the bill mentioned that there are over 700 miles of bike lanes and 
Councilmember Kobayashi agreed that they should be on the maps. 

 Division of Urban Forestry (DUF) – Armstrong worked for the Division of Urban Forestry (DUF) and there 
are over 200,000 trees under management. Armstrong commended Councilmember Kobayashi's 
leadership in this area and urged to address problem trees now. 

 Next/Era – Armstrong mentioned a recent meeting on the future of public utilities. Councilmember 
Kobayashi noted that this is mainly a State Public Utilities Commission (PUC) issue, but Council Chair Ernie 
Martin wants more City involvement. Councilmember Kobayashi added that the City pays $55 million a year 
for electricity. The City wants to lower the cost, to free up funds for other concerns, like pedestrian safety. 

 Mānoa Road Trees – A resident thanked Councilmember Kobayashi for the bill. Councilmember Kobayashi 
says the old government road was set up in the 1800s before there was a State of Hawaiʻi. 

 Recycling – Councilmember Kobayashi reminded everyone that the next recycling event was on Saturday, 
October 17, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Kaimukī High School.  

 
More comments followed:  

1. Bill 70, Relating to Taxicabs – Chair Eads asked if this bill affected Uber and other such companies. 
Councilmember Kobayashi wants the Administration to enforce the laws and start a complaint line. 

2. Bill 71, Relating to Trees – Chair Eads was concerned about increased liability. There was uncertainty 
about the Bishop Estate's ownership. Councilmember Kobayashi wants the courts to decide ownership. 
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3. Bill 64, Relating to Solar Photovoltaic Systems – Chair Eads asked if there were metrics to decide cost 
effectiveness. Councilmember Kobayashi agreed that metrics were needed.  

4. Tax Breaks – Arkin questioned the tax break for AES, an electricity-producing, coal-burning company. 
Councilmember Kobayashi agreed. 

 
Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Deputy Director Barbara Yamashita reported the following: 

 Notes – Deputy Director Yamashita was taking notes of tonight's concerns.  

 Flooding – Regarding last month's pictures of flooding at the bridge, a service request order was issued for 
the City areas. The other areas between the two (2) bridges belong to the State. Deputy Director Yamashita 
will follow up with the State people. 

 
Comments followed:  

1. Pakakako Program – Silva asked the status of the Mayor's Pakakako Program Initiative and how it affects 
Mānoa. Also, Silva suggested a name change, as Pakakako meant, "Let's smoke." Deputy Director 
Yamashita will follow up. 

2. Homeless – Koff wanted to know about the gap between getting the homeless off the streets and building 
more shelters. Deputy Director Yamashita mentioned the Kakaʻako clean-up on Thursday, October 8, 2015 
and on Friday, October 9, 2015 and that the City is following the lead of State Leadership Team Co-ordinator 
Scott Morishige, who wants to shelter the people. Bilodeau added that a recent front page newspaper article 
mentioned that the people are not going to the shelters. Deputy Director Yamashita noted that the City can 
offer alternatives, but cannot force them. By enforcing the City laws, the homeless may choose a better 
alternative. Gordon added that the Sit/Lay sweeps do not work and noted that it is a traumatic loss when 
an ID is lost. Gordon suggested a moratorium on sweeps. Armstrong urged more mental health services 
and counseling. Deputy Director Yamashita was aware of social services and that to keep personal 
documents safe. Koff did not want to criminalize the homeless. 

 
State Representative Isaac Choy – Representative Choy was not present and no report was available.  
 
State Senator Brian Taniguchi – Tom Heinrich distributed Senator Taniguchi's newsletter and reported the following:  

 12th Annual Community Clean Up – The 12th Annual Community Clean Up will be on Saturday, October 
17, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Kaimukī High School, 2705 Kaimukī  Avenue. Appliances are 
welcomed.  

 Free Document Shredding – Also, there will be free shredding at McKinley High School, 634 Pensacola 
Street, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on Saturday October 17, 2015. 

 Ala Wai Canal Project – Ala Wai Canal Project public comment deadline has been extended to November 
9, 2015. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (USACE) presentation on the Ala Wai Canal Project Draft 
Feasibility Study and Integrated Environmental Impact Statement was held on Wednesday, September 30, 
2015 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Washington Middle School cafeteria. There concerns expressed about 
flood insurance and the temporary storage of water. This item could be on the November 4, 2015 agenda 
for discussion and action. A hard copy of the report is available at the Mānoa Public Library. 

 Charter Commission – The 2015-2016 Honolulu Charter Commission is engaged in the 10-year review 
process for the purpose of considering revisions and amendments to the Revised Charter of the City & 
County of Honolulu 1973, as amended. For more information, visit http.//honoluluchartercommission.org or 
call 768-5093. A proposal will be submitted that that no Neighborhood Commission (NC) commissioner can 
concurrently serve on the Commission and on a Neighborhood Board. 

 Rail in Halawa – The Halawa Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) meeting will be on Wednesday, October 
14, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Aloha Stadium Hospitality Room, 99-500 Salt Lake Boulevard.  
For more information, visit: www.honolulu.gov/tod. 

 Kakaʻako: Our Kuleana – Kakaʻako: Our Kuleana is a free six (6)-week workshop series open to everyone, 
who is interested in Kakaʻako or in urban development. Starting on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 and 
continuing through Tuesday, November 17, 2015, the workshops will be from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 
sessions will be held at the Hawaii Community Development Authority Community Room, 547 Queen 
Street. 

 
Comments followed: 

1. Ala Wai Canal Project – Andersen asked how the Ala Wai Canal Project affected Mānoa. Heinrich 
responded that the tentatively selected plan includes: six (6) in-stream debris and detention basins in the 
upper reaches of Makiki, Mānoa and Pālolo Streams and one (1) standalone debris catchment feature in 
Mānoa Stream. 

http://www.honolulu.gov/tod
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2. University of Hawaiʻi (UH) Academy – Gordon mentioned that he was involved with this project and highly 
recommends it. 
 

At 8:47 p.m. Kinney departed the meeting; 11 members present. 
 
Governor David Ige's Representative – There was no representative present and no report available. Chair Eads 
may delete this item from next month's agenda. 
 
BOARD ADMINISTRATION AND PLANNING 
 
Treasurer’s Report – As Treasurer Patti Hoe was not present, Gordon read the Treasurer's report. At the end of 
September 2015, $22.25 was spent on the printing and mailing of the agenda and minutes, leaving a balance of 
$455.98. The Treasurer's report was filed. Chair Eads asked for the number of mailings that was sent out. Gordon 
replied that last month $18.93 was spent on postage and $3.32 was spent for printing. 
 
Reports from Board Officers and/or Board Members – There were none. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Input from Board and Community  

1. Honolulu Soup – Gordon announced that there will be a fun fundraiser next week Tuesday, October 13, 
2015 at the University of Hawaiʻi – Mānoa Hawaiian Studies Program. For a $12 ticket each participant will 
get a meal, catered by a Bistro at Puck's Alley. Three (3) community groups will present their ideas on how 
to improve the University of Hawaiʻi – Mānoa. Participants will vote for the group with the best idea and the 
winner will receive a $1,000 grant. 

2. Ala Wai Canal Project – Chair Eads encouraged everyone to look at the report, as many of the mitigation 
measures will affect Mānoa.  Chair Eads will put the Ala Wai Canal Project on the agenda, as the public 
comment period has been extended to Monday, November 9, 2015. 

 
ADJOURNMENT – As there was no further business before the Board, Chair Eads adjourned the meeting at 8:52   
p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by:  
K. Russell Ho, Neighborhood Assistant 
 
Reviewed by:  
Neil Baarde, Neighborhood Assistant 
 
Reviewed by:  
Kristen Collat, Secretary and  
Eric Eads, Chair 
 

 


